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A
four day Interna-

tional Conference,

the Third Technical

Meeting, of some 20

Islamic countries , members of

The Third Technical Conference of the 
Association of Tax Authorities of Islamic Countries

ance and Shariah Taxation

[zakat]. Mr. M. Muneer

Qureshi, Director General,

DOT, Lahore, was appointed

Conference Rapporteur. Coun-

try papers were presented,

views exchanged and ques-

tions answered by the various

delegates and there was broad

consensus on the need to move

ahead with tax reform meas-

ures already initiated by most

countries in the region.

Progress made in various

countries on reduction in tax

rates, both corporate and per-

sonal, the (imaginative) use of

Information Technology, Tax-

payer Facilitation and other as-

pects having a bearing on re-

source mobilization was high

lighted. It was agreed that con-

sidering the shortfall in Gov-

ernment Finances in most

countries, and the consequen-

tial, recurring, fiscal deficits,

there was a pressing need to

significantly improve the Tax

to GDP ratio. Successes

recorded by Turkey in improv-

ing the Tax to GDP ratio and by

Malaysia in Tax Base Broaden-

ing evoked much interest. Pak-

istan stressed the need to

repose trust in the taxpayers

and bridge the credibility gap

between Tax Administration 

the Association of Tax Authori-

ties of Islamic countries

[ATAIC], was held at Islam-

abad from November 22 to 25.

A select group of Income Tax

Group officers received the del-

egates and represented Pak-

istan in the conference.

Chaired by Mr. M. Yusuf Abdul-

lah, Secretary General (Rev-

enue Division) and Chairman ,

Central Board of Revenue,

Government of Pakistan, the

delegates to the conference

discussed Resource Mobiliza-

tion in the Region with special

reference to Improvement in

the Tax to GDP ratio, Tax Base

Broadening, Voluntary compli-

1

� It was agreed that considering the shortfall in Government Finances in

most countries, and the consequential, recurring, fiscal deficits, there was a

pressing need to significantly improve the Tax to GDP ratio.�
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EDITORIAL

T
he December issue of

DOT Gazette is with

you. This month we

had the honor of playing host

to the Chairman CBR, Mr. Ab-

dullah Yusuf, who especially

visited DOT in order to ad-

dress the probationary offi-

cers of  the 33rd STP. He also

inaugurated the newly built

Conference Hall at DOT.

Though winter in general

makes life somewhat slower,

however activities in the con-

genial environment of DOT do

not seem to abide by this rule

of nature. DOT remains as

hectic as ever. It’s rather been

a bit more hectic as the train-

ing program for the 33rd STP

enters the final phase. The

probationers are now fast ap-

proaching the DOT STP

Exam and the FPSC FPOE

after which they will report to

IBA Karachi for the specially

designed Tax Management

MBA program.

The MBA Degree program

has been made an integral

part of the officer’s training

and the rationale is to equip

the officers with high level pro-

fessional skills, conceptual

clarity and practical profi-

ciency-  necessary qualities in

today’s demanding work envi-

ronment. This speaks vol-

umes of the CBR commitment

to create a truly efficient work

force. In November the 33rd

STP went on a Country Study

Tour to Murree, Ayubia, Nathi-

agalli and Abbottabad. Hope-

fully, the trip was both useful

and enjoyable. DOT adminis-

tration and the Gazette team

are thankful to you for your

keen interest and valuable

suggestions.

Chief Editor

and Taxpayers. Pakistan's com-

prehensive self assessment

scheme impressed many dele-

gates especially as it had not led

to any fall in tax revenues as

many had initially feared. A need

to control the unhindered

growth of the informal sector

was stressed by many delegates

as this sector robbed the ex-

chequer of revenues and con-

tributed significantly to a

deterioration of the tax base. In

the concluding session, the con-

ference adopted three Reports

on three different topics, viz. Re-

source Mobilization, Voluntary

Compliance and Shariah Taxa-

tion. In his concluding remarks,

the ATAIC Chairperson, 
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Mr. M. Abdullah Yusuf stressed

the need for member countries

to equip themselves with the lat-

est in modern science and tech-

nology, especially in the field of

Information Technology which

was crucial to enhancing the

ability of Tax Administration to

properly appraise data and auto-

mate processes central to tax

collection, audit and detection of

tax evasion.

The delegates greatly appreci-

ated the excellent conference

arrangements made and the

deep personal interest taken by

Mr. M. Abdullah Yusuf, Secre-

tary General (Revenue Divi-

sion)/Chairman, CBR, Mr.

Salman Nabi, Member (Direct

Taxes), CBR, and other CBR of-

ficers and also the warm hospi-

tality extended to them. 

The 4th Technical Conference

of ATAIC will be held in Kuwait

in 2007.
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M
r. M. Abdullah
Yousaf, Chairman
CBR, visited DOT
on Saturday, 18th

November, 2006, to meet the pro-
bationers of 33rd STP. He was re-
ceived by the Director General,
senior officers and the faculty
members of DOT. This meeting
was originally scheduled to be
held in the CBR Headquarters,
Islamabad at the end of the six
days long Countr y Study Tour of
the probationar y officers but due
to the pressing commitments of

ONCAMPUS

the Chair man, meeting was
rescheduled at DOT L ahore. 
The meeting was held in newly
refurbished Iqbal Memorial
Conference Hall, which was for -

mally inaugurated by the chair -
man immediately af ter his ar -
rival. The newly inaugurated
Iqbal Memorial Conference
Room has a seating capacity of
50 persons with state of the art
audio visual faculties. This hall
will not only be useful for ongo -
ing training activities but will
also be used for inter national
conference.
The Director General Mr .
Muneer Qureshi briefed the
chair man about the training
received by the probationers.
The chair man later addressed
the probationers and talked
about his expectation from the
new lot of officers. He also re -
sponded to various queries
made by the probationers
about their future career in
the department.

Chairman CBR

“The officers should think that we are
in partnership with the taxpayers and
that we should facilitate them so that
their business flourishes - the more
they earn the more will be our share
in their income. ”

VISITS DOT
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